Increasing investments with the aim to equalise development levels and to encourage regions and cities to create better conditions for their residents activities and to improve their quality of life should be the key response to the challenges that are currently faced by the European Union, also in the context of Brexit. This was the main message of the COTER Commission, of the European Commissioner for Regional Policy -Corina Crețu and of the ministers responsible for the realisation of cohesion policy in Poland, the Czech Republic,
long-term regional development, it aims to ensure fair opportunities, so that all EU citizens can feel the benefits of European integration.
The second session focused on "Dialogue with science -new challenges for regions and cities and innovative approaches to confronting them". Challenges that are currently faced by regions and cities include the economic and financial recession, global competition, digital transformation, development of breakthrough technologies, demographic transformations or migration.
"Cohesion in practice -examples of success in implementing the cohesion policy" provided an opportunity to present the importance and added value of cohesion policy for the development of regions and cities and to define key factors that contributed to the effective realisation of projects financed through this policy.
Cohesion policy, to which EUR 454 billion are to be allocated by the year 2020, is one of the main investment tools of the EU, aimed at supporting smart growth that fosters social inclusion in all the European regions. Members of the Committee of the Regions and the invited guests discussed the influence of cohesion policy on both stronger and weaker European regions and its importance for the European Union. Another important voice in the discussion presented this issue from the point of view of cities and regions.
The Marshal of Mazovia, Adam Struzik, once more emphasised the importance of cohesion policy as a key European tool that supports the economic, social and territorial cohesion of the EU. It is also the most noticeable strategy on the local and regional level. 
